
College Searches www.californiacolleges.edu

www.collegeboard.com/fi nding/

www.csumentor.edu/Select

www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx

www.offtocollege.com/career

www.aiccu.edu

CollegeBoard
(SAT/AP exams)

www.collegeboard.com

www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/
boost-your-skills/index.html

ACT www.actstudent.org

UC Application www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

CSU Application www.csumentor.edu

UC Approved Course List https://doorways.ucop.edu/list/

Financial Aid & 
Scholarship Searches

www.fafsa.ed.gov

www.fastweb.com

www.fi naid.org

www.petersons.com/fi naid

www.scholarships.com

www.collegeanswer.com/index.jsp

www.brokescholar.com

studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/
student_guide/index.html

www.salliemaefund.org

www.apiasf.org

www.blackexcel.org/100minority.htm

www.blackcollegedollars.org

www.hsf.net

www.maldef.org/education/scholarships.
index.html

Career Info www.cacareerzone.com

www.californiarealitycheck.com/

www.bls.gov/k12

www.careerprep.com

www.internshipprograms.com

www.worksmart.ca.gov

Volunteer Opportunities www.dosomething.org

www.idealist.org

www.volunteermatch.org/

www.usafreedomcorps.gov/

Online Tutoring & 
Homework Help

www.khanacademy.org

ww.webmath.com

www.math2.org

www.studygs.net/

www.schoolr.com/

www.powa.org/

Info for Parents www.aie.org/

www.collegetipsforparents.org

www1.salliemae.com/before_college/
parents_plan

www.sac.edu/community/partnerships/

www.ocde.k12.ca.us/

www.lacoe.edu/
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Dear Student,

The best edge against recession is education.  At the University of 
California, Irvine (UCI), we help students nurture their dreams and aspirations, 
and we hope this new edition of The Edge will provide guidance and inspiration.

College is where both academic and cocurricular experiences are designed 
to stimulate your intellect, ignite your passions and quench your thirst for 
knowledge and information. Whatever your personal course – a public research 
university, a small private liberal arts college or a California community college 
and transfer to a university – we are committed to providing you a supportive 
network as you pursue your dreams. 

As you make your decisions, remember, you are on a path that will have turns, 
twists and surprises.  Indeed, you will be confronted with adversities that 
will test your emotional and intellectual strengths, as well as your ability to 
persevere through challenges.  Making the most of your education begins with 
understanding the importance of both preparation and fl exibility, to smooth out 
the learning curves in college life. If you commit yourself to persist through life’s 
challenges, then success for you is not a question of if, but when.

The Edge provides the information, tools and guidance to propel you forward 
into the landscape of higher education. It is important that you fully explore and 
determine the best course for you. From the sciences to the humanities and the 
arts, college life is not only classroom lectures, but also research labs, conferences, 
cultural events, student organizations and internships. All make for a vibrant 
academic experience and practical life preparation.

There is nothing more recession-proof than the willingness to follow your 
dreams of a college education. UCI is committed to supporting your efforts and 
being your champion.

 Sincerely,

 Thomas A. Parham, Ph.D.
 Interim Vice Chancellor, Student Affairs
 University of California, Irvine

Here’s the trick
with Scholarships
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WELcomE
Growing up, I remember my 
dad always telling me, “I hope 
you can get a scholarship to 
go to school.”  I would nod my 
head in response, but really, I didn’t 
have a clue how to go about doing 
it.  At the time, I thought it unlikely 
any student could get money just for 
writing an essay.  It wasn’t until my 
sophomore year in high school that I 
got some good advice. I learned how 
scholarships worked and how to apply 
for them. Now, not only do I know it’s 
possible to get scholarships, I’ve earned 
enough to pay for my education in the 
fall at UC Berkeley.

I discovered three tricks while I was 
applying for scholarships:  

Trick No. 1: Don’t overwhelm 
yourself thinking about applying to 10 or 
20 scholarships.  Just fi nish that fi rst one; 
the rest won’t seem quite as bad.  I was 
so pumped up after submitting the fi rst 
scholarship application that I wanted to 
keep applying.

Trick No. 2: After awhile, 
I noticed that most scholarship 
applications were repetitive.  They 
asked for similar information and 
essay prompts.  I began referring to 
previous scholarship applications, and 
even my college application to fi nd the 
information I needed.  On more than a 
few scholarship applications, I simply 

copied and pasted the information 
from a previous application.

Trick No. 3: Make a 
system.  Don’t try to fi nish off an 
application in one sitting. Having a 
system really helped me to not stress 
out and made the whole process a 
lot more manageable.  Here was my 
system: On the fi rst day, I started by 
fi lling out the application, going over 
the prompts, and asking for letters 
of recommendation.  The next day, 
I answered only one or two essay 
prompts.  Then, I spent the following 
days revising my essays to try and 
make them better.  I didn’t try 
to fi nish everything all at 
once, because I didn’t want 
to overwhelm myself.

Applying for 
scholarships is hard 
work.  Many times, 
I wanted to stop, 
but I’m glad I 
didn’t.  Things 
worked out for 
me because 
I just kept 
applying.  
You can 
do it, too. 
Good 
luck!

by Andy Tovar
Class of 2011, Loara High School
Recipient of the: Dell Scholarship, Gates Millennium Scholarship, UC Berkeley’s 
Regents’ and Chancellor’s Scholarship, Ronald McDonald House Charities/
Hispanic American Commitment to Educational Resources Scholar, and 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund/HACEMOS Scholarship.
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Don’t let money stand in your way of applying to the 
University of California. UC’s Blue and Gold Opportunity Plan will 
cover your systemwide fees if you are a California resident whose family earns 
less than $80,000 a year and you qualify for fi nancial aid. 

Currently, the estimated yearly fee for attending a UC campus is 
approximately $11,285. Imagine not having to pay that out of your pocket. 
That’s the beauty of the Blue and Gold plan!

Even better, there’s no separate application 
to qualify for Blue and Gold. Simply fi le a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) and apply for a Cal Grant by 
March 2nd of your senior year in high 
school. You will automatically receive 
the benefi ts of the Blue and Gold 
plan, if you qualify. Many students 
qualify for even more grant aid to 
help reduce the cost of attending a 
UC campus.

Look for more information online 
at www.universityofcalifornia.edu/
blueandgold

Making UC 
Affordable
The Blue and Gold Plan

by Adrienne Grayson
myth
BUsTers

MYTH: I’m not applying to a UC 
because with the recent fee increases, 
I don’t think I can afford to attend.

BUSTED: Although fees 
are increasing, so is the amount of 
need-based fi nancial aid available to 
those who qualify.  Check with the 
fi nancial aid offi ce about eligibility 
requirements. 

MYTH: My parents can’t afford 
to send me to a UC because they have 
a large family to support.

BUSTED: Generally speaking, 
the larger the size of your family, the 
more aid you are likely to qualify for 
and receive.

MYTH: My parents can’t afford to 
send me to a university because they 
are already paying for my brothers 
and sisters to attend college.

BUSTED: Again, in general, the 
more children in your family attending 
college at the same time, the more aid 
you are likely to qualify for and receive.

MYTH: I won’t know how much 
my family will be expected to pay for 
my college education until I commit 
to attending a college.

BUSTED: By completing a 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) online at www.fafsa.gov 
before you commit to a campus, the 

government will inform your family 
of how much they will be expected 
to contribute toward your university 
expenses. The key is to make sure 
you submit the FAFSA  and GPA 
Verifi cation Form by the March 2 
deadline.  Don’t just assume you won’t 
qualify for aid!  For other important 
deadlines, be sure to visit the senior 
timeline section in this issue of The 
Edge.

MYTH: I won’t know the types 
and amounts of fi nancial aid the 
UCs will offer me before I apply for 
admission.

BUSTED: The government 
requires all colleges to post fi nancial 
aid calculators on their websites.  You 
can use these calculators to estimate 
the types and amounts of aid you are 
likely to receive if you attend that 
particular school. You should also meet 
with your school counselor or college 
counselor and he/she can help you.  If 
your school has a college preparation 
program, such as AVID, EAOP, 
GEAR UP, PUENTE, or Upward 
Bound, you can meet with the advisers 
for those programs and they also will 
be able to help you.

MYTH: Because of my family’s 
economic situation, I have to work 
at a paid job and I don’t have time for 
many extracurricular activities. Will 
this hurt my college application?

BUSTED: There are many 
things a student can do inside and 
outside of the classroom to contribute 
to his/her own personal growth and 
development, and colleges want to 
learn about all them. That’s why the 
UC application has a special section 
for you to list any paid jobs you’ve held 
while in high school. Extracurricular 
activities have their place and are 
one of the factors in the admissions 
process.  However, if your family 
situation requires you to work in 
order to help make ends meet, and it 
does not allow you the opportunity 
to be involved in other activities, this 
is something that will be taken into 
account.  The key is that you have to 
write about your situation in the essay.  
Students should not feel disadvantaged 
if they cannot participate in 
extracurricular activities because 
they need to work.  In this case, your 
extracurricular activity would be your 
job.

MYTH: Loans are the worst type 
of fi nancial aid, because you have to 
pay them back with interest.

BUSTED: Yes, loans have to 
eventually be paid back, and yes, as 
with most loans, there will be interest.  
However, before you discount loans 
as a fi nancial aid option, consider the 
following:

by Ben Shaver and Tony Hwang

Bad news is everywhere — the fi nancial crisis, high unemployment, budget cuts for higher 
education. In these uncertain times, it’s easy to think about worst-case scenarios and buy into 
rumors and myths.  Let’s bust some of those myths and clear up the rumors.

  1. Interest rates for student 
loans are much less than 
any other loans you can 
receive, such as home loans, 
car loans, and even credit 
cards.   Did you know that 
credit card interest rates can 
be as high as 29 percent!  
Also, some student loans are 
interest free.  This means if 
you take out a $1,000 loan 
to go to college, you would 
only owe $1,000 after you 
graduate.

  2. Unlike other loans, you 
don’t have to begin paying 
back a student loan until six 
months after you graduate 
from college.  This means, 
you have time after you 
graduate to find a job before 
having to repay that loan.

  3. Having a college degree 
means having better 
opportunities to better-
paying jobs in the future.  
When you consider that 
many jobs and professions 
require a college degree, 
taking out a loan so that 
you can get that degree is 
definitely a worthwhile 
investment.  If you need 
more convincing, consider 
that the average lifetime 
earning potential between 
someone with a high school 
diploma and someone with 
a college degree is at least 
$1,000,000!

That’s the beauty of the Blue and Gold plan!

Even better, there’s no separate application 
to qualify for Blue and Gold. Simply fi le a 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) and apply for a Cal Grant by 
March 2nd of your senior year in high 
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Are you offi cially in a 
“senior state of mind,” where 
procrastination has become 
your middle name?  Has senioritis 
reared its ugly face and attached itself 
to your brain?  If you’re like most high 
school seniors, the answer is undeniably 
and indisputably, YES. The danger with 
this mode of thinking is that at no other 
time in your high school career are dates 
more important than during your senior 
year. And I’m talking about deadline 
dates, not due dates. There is a huge 
difference between the two.

A Due Date is when an assignment 
or task should be turned in or completed. 
People usually aren’t expected to turn in 
assignments before a due date, and high 
school teachers are sometimes fl exible 
with their due dates.

A Deadline is the absolute LAST day 
an assignment or task can be completed, 
and people are often encouraged to 
submit assignments BEFORE the 
deadline date. College deadlines are 
typically infl exible and cannot be 
changed – if you miss it, you’re DEAD.

Don’t make the mistake of confusing 
the two. Don’t miss a deadline because 
you assumed you had one more day to 
submit an important college item.

Here are fi ve important deadlines 
(not due dates) for college-bound 
seniors.

DEADLINE #1
College Applications
November 30 for UC & CSU
March 1 for priority enrollment at 
most community colleges

These deadlines are strict, especially 
now that many universities are not 
accepting applications for spring 
enrollment. The unfortunate reality 
is this: If you miss the application 
deadline for fall 2012, your options after 
high school graduation might be very 
limited.

DEADLINE #2
FAFSA and GPA Verifi cation Form 
for fi nancial aid
March 2  (to be considered for Cal 
Grant)

Most applicants need money to pay 
for college, so don’t miss your chance 
to receive scholarships and grants.  
Remember to always follow-up with 
your future college’s fi nancial aid offi ce 
to see what’s going on with YOUR 
money.

DEADLINE #3
Statement of Intent to Register (SIR)
May 1 for UC

You must let your UC know you plan 
to attend their college by this date.  If 
you miss this deadline, your hope of 
attending that school will be just that -- 
a big fat hope.  If you miss this deadline, 

you will have to fi le an appeal for 
admission to get back into the school.  
Don’t forget there are wait-listed 
students who will take your place if you 
miss this important deadline.

DEADLINE #4
Housing

All campuses have different 
deadlines, so do your research. Housing 
spaces are limited so apply early.  
Imagine being able to roll out of bed 
fi ve minutes before class starts. Now 
imagine missing that opportunity 
because you thought of the housing 
deadline as a due date.  

DEADLINE #5
Final Transcripts
July 15 for UC & CSU

Although 99 percent of the time, 
high schools send a student’s transcript 
to the appropriate college on time if 
requested by the student, it’s that one 
percent that really hurts.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure your high 
school’s transcript clerk submits your 
transcript on time.  

Don’t leave your future up to chance.  
You’ve worked too hard to miss your 
opportunity for a higher education.  Say 
it aloud as many times as you need to 
and don’t forget that DEADLINES 
are NOT DUE DATES.

qUicK
TIPs
qUicK
UC/CSU Application

by Sabrina Johnson

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA CAL STATE UNIVERSITY COMMON APPLICATION

WEBSITE www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply www.csumentor.com www.commonapp.org

COST $60.00 per campus (fee waivers available) $55.00 per campus (fee waivers available) Varies by College

APPLICATION 1 Application for all campuses
(9 campuses open to Freshmen)

1 Application for EACH campus
(23 campuses open to Freshmen)

1 Application for EACH campus
(400+ campuses open to Freshmen)

APPLICATION PERIOD November 1st-November 30th October 1st-November 30th Varies by College

SECTIONS ON 
APPLICATION

8 Sections 11 Sections 9 Sections

FEE WAIVERS 4 campuses (if eligible, apply online) 4 campuses (if eligible, apply online) School specifi c (if eligible, apply online)

ENTRANCE EXAMS SAT Reasoning Test or the ACT Plus Writing 
REQUIRED)
AND
Two SAT Subject Tests from two different 
disciplines  (All tests must be taken by 
December)

SAT Reasoning Test or the ACT Varies by College (report highest individual 
scores per section)

TRANSCRIPTS Not Required (Self Reported Grades) Not Required (Self Reported Grades) Not Required (Self Reported Grades)

PERSONAL STATEMENT 2 Prompts Not Required Short Answer and Personal Essay on your topic 
of choice

RECOMMENDATIONS Not Required (may need to provide depending 
on major)

Not Required Varies by College (supplemental forms available 
on the application)

ACTIVITIES AND 
AWARDS

UC wants to learn about your Honors and 
Awards, Volunteer Work/Community Service, 
Extracurricular Activities, Coursework other 
than A-G, Educational Preparation Programs, 
and Employment

Not Required Colleges want to learn about your Honors 
and Awards, Volunteer Work/Community 
Service, Extracurricular Activities, Educational 
Preparation Programs, and Employment. (May 
also attach a resume)

EOP Included on the application Separate application link on CSU Mentor 
application

Separate Application; Check each individual 
school

SCHOLARSHIP INFO Included None Varies by College

COLLEGE COURSEWORK List ALL college coursework (in appropriate 
sections)

List ALL college coursework (in appropriate 
sections)

List all college coursework (in appropriate 
sections)

GPA MINIMUM 3.0 in A-G courses 
(must fi nish 11/15 courses by the end of 11th 
grade)

2.0 in A-G courses 
(taken during 10th-11th grades)

Varies by College

EMAIL ADDRESS Required Required 
(Receive email address from CSU Mentor if 
needed)

Required

APPLication
CompARison

College

SAVE YOUR WORKSave your application regularly 
when working online. If you take 

a break from your application, use 
the save/log-out button to save 

your work.  The applications may 
not save automatically, and you 
don’t want to lose your work if 

you lose your Internet connection.

# 3 

by Sabrina JohnsonDEADLINES Are NoTDUE DATES

SAVE YOUR WORKSave your application regularly 
when working online. If you take 

a break from your application, use 
the save/log-out button to save 

your work.  The applications may 
not save automatically, and you 
don’t want to lose your work if 

you lose your Internet connection.

STORE YOUR  LOGIN 

AND PASSWORD INFO

Write down all your login 

names and passwords in 

a secure location. This is 

especially important when 

you apply for the FAFSA.

# 4
STORE YOUR  LOGIN 

AND PASSWORD INFO

Write down all your login 

names and passwords in 

a secure location. This is 

especially important when 

you apply for the FAFSA.

READ & RESPONDTO EMAILS & LETTERS RIGHT AWAYSave all emails and letters you 
receive from the universities 
you’ve applied to. If they are 

making the effort to communicate 
with you, it’s probably because 
they need more information.

# 5 
KEEP YOUR EMAIL 

ADDRESS SIMPLE

Create and use a professional 

email address, one that 

simply includes your fi rst a
nd 

last name.  Stay away from 

using silly or complicated 

email addresses. 

# 2
HAVE AN EMAIL ACCOUNT You cannot apply to UC/CSU 

without an email address. Use 
one that is not fl ooded with junk 
mail or SPAM mail. Check it 

regularly because most campuses 

email their requests or questions.

# 1 

more tips on page 14
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Student John Doe has 
always dreamed of being a 
UCLA Bruin.  Since he was 
a little kid, he and his dad would 
watch all the UCLA basketball 
games on television. All they ever 
talked about was John becoming a 
Bruin. Fast-forward to the spring 
of John’s senior year in high school; 
UCLA was the only school to which 
he applied and consequently, the 
only school to which he was denied 
admission. He was the perfect 
candidate – he had great grades, 
great activities, and a great personal 
statement. Why didn’t John get 
admitted? He could only wonder 
and nurse his broken heart. 

This is a fictional story that 
unfortunately happens way too 
often. The problem isn’t that the 
dream school, in this case UCLA, 
is too tough with its admissions; the 
problem is too many students only 
apply to one school.  Fictional John 
was left without an offer of admission 
from any other school, because he did 
not apply broadly.

Applying broadly means applying 
to multiple campuses that fit your 
needs and wants. It’s great to have a 
dream school, or a preferred school, 
but to master the application process, 
you have to apply to more than one 
school. As much as you’ll be happy to 
get admitted to your dream school, 
you will be that much more crushed 
not to get admitted AND have no 
other four-year university available as 

an option.  Actually, the ninth place 
school may turn into your dream 
school once you visit or ultimately 
attend the campus.  So, here are some 
tips to help you expand your list:

What is it that you truly love •	
about your dream school? 
Whatever that main quality is, 
look for it in other campuses.

Apply to other schools that are •	
known for their work in your 
major.

Location, Location, Location!  •	
Find schools in regions that you 
like, or that spark your interest.  

Visit the campuses.  You’ll •	
find that you may like a certain 
campus as soon as you visit. Visit 
your dream school too – you may 
find it’s not so dreamy after all.  

Application fee waivers – with •	
a fee waiver, you can apply to 
certain campuses for FREE if 
you qualify.  Why not apply if you 
can do so for free?

If you’re eligible, make sure you •	
apply to UCs AND CSUs.  Both 
institutions offer fee waivers, 
allowing you to apply to four 
campuses for free.  Remember 
point two – apply to schools that 
are top quality in your major.  

Always remember, it is better to 
have options.  Applying broadly is 
a small investment now that will 
save you lots of time, money, and 
heartbreak in the future. 

Have a Dream School in Mind?

THiNK AgAin 

If you haven’t already heard, 
the University of California 
has revised its admissions 
policies for fall 2012. Here’s 
how they will affect you:

1. Applicants must complete 
15 specific a-g courses by 
the end of their senior year; 
however, 11 out of the 15 
courses must be completed by 
the end of their junior year, 
including summer.

 Completing more than 15 •	
courses will definitely increase 
your competitive edge.

2. SAT Subject Tests are no 
longer required. Instead, they 
are now highly recommended 
(especially for certain majors 
like engineering).

The ACT plus Writing, or the •	
SAT Reasoning Test, is still 
required.

3. UC will now guarantee 
admission for the top 9 
percent of seniors from each 
high school (previously, it was 
the top 4 percent) – known 
as Eligibility in the Local 
Context (ELC).

For specific ELC •	
requirements, visit www.
universityofcalifornia.edu/
admissions/freshman/california-

residents/local-path/index.html.

What does it mean to be •	
guaranteed? If you are not 
admitted to one of the 
campuses that you applied 
to, then you will be offered 
admission to another 
campus that has remaining 
space. *NOTE: This will be 
dependent on if state funding is 
available.

If you are not in the top 9 •	
percent at your school, your 
submitted application will still 
be part of a general admission 
pool, but admission may not be 
guaranteed. 

Check the UC Admission •	
Index to find out if you are in 
the top 9 percent of California 
high school graduates at www.
universityofcalifornia.edu/
admissions/freshman/california-
residents/admissions-index/
index.html

More students may be eligible 
than ever before with these changes, 
so the key is to apply, apply, apply 
– and apply broadly. That piece of 
advice will never change. 

For more information about 
UC admissions requirements, visit 
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/
admissions/freshman/index.html

Changes to
UC Admission Requirements

by Adrienne Grayson

by Tiana Otubuah

Extracurricular activities play a 
big role in the college application 
process. To be a competitive applicant, 
you will want to highlight all of your 
involvements. Here are some tips to help you 
in this process:

The UC application looks for two types 
of involvement.  The first is academic 
and school based, such as clubs, ASB, and 
school sports.  The second are those that are 
outside of school, such as volunteer work 
or community service.  Some examples are 
consistent volunteering at a hospital, active 
leadership in church, or organizing a beach 
clean up month.

Make a list of all your activities.  Be 
sure to note the start and end dates and how 
many hours a week each activity took. As 
you prioritize your activities, start with those 
in which you’ve consistently participated.  
For example, if you’ve played sports all four 
years or have been a lead tutor for an after 
school program for the past three years, put 
those first. They will show commitment and 
dedication.  In contrast, helping out at your 
local soup kitchen once a year for one hour 
won’t be as impressive or create a big impact.

Time to boast! Don’t be afraid to show 
off all the great work you’ve done.  Use key 
words like organized, founded, created, and 
other similar action words that demonstrate 
how you’ve made a significant contribution.  
If you’ve served as a board member, such as 
president or secretary, or were the captain of 
your school sports team, definitely highlight it.  
Here are some examples:

“Founded a diversity club to increase •	
cultural awareness on campus.  Served as 
president and treasurer.”

“Led varsity football team as co-captain •	
during junior and senior years.”

Use the additional comments space: 
On the UC application, there is a section 
for additional comments. It’s a good idea to 
use this space to your advantage if you run 
out of space when listing and describing 
your activities.  Look for similar sections in 
other college applications as well.  This isn’t a 
green light to make a laundry list of activities; 
however, use this space if you have additional 
significant involvement that you want to share.

Volunteering vs. Work: Don’t confuse 
volunteering at a hospital with working at 
a hospital.  If you receive money for your 
work, like a weekly paycheck, it’s considered 
employment.  Most college applications, like 
the UCs, have a separate section for listing 
employment, so don’t include it as part of 
extracurricular activities.

Don’t be repetitive. Only list each activity 
once.  Don’t repeat it under different sections 
and don’t try to mask it as a different one by 
changing the wording.  If you were treasurer of 
a club one year and vice president the next year, 
don’t list them separately; they are still part of 
the same club involvement.

 Hopefully these tips will make this process 
easier for you.  If you still have questions or are 
unsure about how to frame a certain activity in 
your application, talk to your school counselor 
or college representative. 

Make Your
Activities    count

by Marvin Maldonado
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Inside College

ADmissioNs
Many factors affect your 
college application, and we 
understand you may have 
some questions or concerns 
about the admissions process.  
We’ve asked two experts to provide 
insight into this process to help you 
gain an edge when you apply.  

Q: I play for my school sports 
team(s), so I don’t have time 
for anything else, like clubs, 
community service, etc.  Is this 
going to affect my chances of 
getting into your university?

A: Since applications are viewed 
holistically, any and all activities 
are considered value-added. 
What this means is that we 
do not value one activity over 
the other; rather, it is up to the 
student to relay through the 
application why a particular 
activity is more important than 
others.

-Adam Jackson-Boothby

Q: I had a rough start my freshman 
year of high school and didn’t 
perform as well academically.  
How will this affect my 
application to your university, 
and what can I do to fi nish 
strong and be as competitive as 
possible?

A: Early academic struggles will 
always have some effect on 
your admission.  That said, 
showing an upward trend is an 
important factor considered 
in the admissions process.  In 
this situation, admissions 
representatives can justify 
admitting a student who 
signifi cantly improves his or her 
academic performance.   

-Jeremy Smotherman

A: At UC, we do not consider 
freshman year grades in the 
calculation of your GPA. 
However, you still must ensure 
that your poor grades in 
9th grade do not affect your 
eligibility. The UC GPA is 
calculated using only 10th 
and 11th year grades. Also, we 
put focus on seeing students 
overcome challenges, so if a 
student happens to struggle 
in 9th grade and then shows a 
consistent upward trend, this will 
be considered.

 -Adam Jackson-Boothby

Q: My school doesn’t offer many 
Advanced Placement (AP), 
Honors, or extracurricular 
opportunities.  How can I 
strengthen my application and 
improve my chances of being 
accepted into your university?

A: It is extremely important to 
take the most advanced courses 
offered at your high school.  If 
possible, consider taking a course 
or two at your local community 
college.  It demonstrates 
that you are able to handle a 
rigorous course load. As for 
extracurricular opportunities, 
participate in programs that 
are offered to students in your 
area.  Many local colleges and 
universities offer summer or 
year-round college preparation 
programs.  Ask your school 
counselor and/or college 
counselor about these programs.  
Lastly, regional and national 
activities are attractive to college 
admission representatives. Take 
advantage of the opportunities 
at your school and see if 
there is a regional or national 
organization tied to that 
activity.  Keep a record, such as 
in a college portfolio, of all your 

achievements and involvements.  
Most importantly, maximize 
your involvement; leadership is 
important in all your activities. 
-Jeremy Smotherman

Q: All of this college information 
can be overwhelming.  What 
advice can you offer so I can 
stay on top of everything?

A: The best advice is to start 
early and stay organized. 
Use the Internet to start 
researching various colleges and 
requirements. Then, once you 
have a handful of colleges that 
interest you, visit them to make 
sure they would be a good fi t. 
Once you apply, stay organized 
and keep copies of everything. 
With most colleges going to 
paperless processes, it is also 
a good idea to have an email 
account that you frequently 
check, as many colleges will use 
email to communicate with you. 
Read everything you receive. 
Finally, as a student, this is your 
time to apply to college - not 
your parents’. Take 
responsibility 
for the college 
process and 
you will be 
fi ne.

 -Adam Jackson-
Boothby

The answers above 
are just a sample 
of the valuable 
information you 
can obtain from 
admissions offi cers. 
If you have other 
questions, contact the 
admissions offi ce at the school 
you are interested in attending. 
To see more answers from 
admissions offi cers, visit 
www.cfep.uci.edu/TheEdge.

START

Oct. 1-Nov. 30 
Filing Period for CSU Application

Oct. 7, Friday
Last day to register for the November SAT

(Make sure you sign up for 2 subject tests if you plan to 
apply to UC).

Oct. 1, Saturday
SAT Test Date

Oct. 22, Saturday
ACT Test Date

Nov. 1-30
Filing Period for UC Application

Nov. 4,  Friday
Last day to register for the December ACT (don’t forget to 
add the Writing section)

Nov. 5, Saturday
SAT Test Date

Nov. 8,  Tuesday
Last day to register for the December SAT Reasoning and 
Subject Test(Subject Test is recommended)

Nov. 30, Wednesday
LAST day to complete and submit your UC/CSU 
application!Dec. 3, Saturday

Last SAT test date for seniors!
Dec. 10, Saturday

Last ACT test date for seniors!

Create PIN for the FAFSA
Jan. 1, Sunday
Start fi lling out the FAFSA, to apply for fi nancial aid.

Continue to search and apply for scholarships as well as 
other types of fi nancial aid.

Reminder: FAFSA  fi ling period 

Visit colleges in person so you’re ready to make a decision 
when acceptance letters start coming in.

Mar. 1 - April 20
Expect to hear from all of the campuses you applied to.  
Check your emails and postal mail and BE PATIENT.  

Mar. 2, Tuesday
FAFSA and GPA Verifi cation Form DEADLINE!  

Apr. 1 - 30
Make fi nal decisions about which campus you will attend.  

If you visit during your spring break, you’ll get a feel for the 
campus when it’s in session! 

Attend college open houses and fairs, like 
Celebrate UCI on April 14th.

May 1,  Tuesday
Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) deadline for most 
UC campuses. LAST CHANCE to make your fi nal 
selection about which campus to attend.   

May 12, Saturday
Analytical Writing Placement Exam (AWPE) test date 
for all UC incoming freshmen.

Reminder: AP exams
Make sure that you take all the AP exams you listed on 
your college applications.

Reminder: HOUSING!
Make sure you pay attention to housing application 
deadlines if you’d like to live on campus and apply ASAP!

Graduation! 

Make sure that you pass all of your courses 
with a “C” or better.

Jul. 15,  Sunday
Your senior offi cial transcript must be received by the UC 
campus that you are attending. 

Note: Your school usually sends out your transcript for 
you during the summer.  However, since this is your future, 
you should always double check with your school just to be 
absolutely sure.

Fill out the CSU Application online at 
www.csumentor.edu

Fill out the UC Application online at 
www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

SeniorTimE liNE by Sabrina Johnson

FINISH

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JULY

JUNE

Adam Jackson-Boothby
Offi ce of Admissons and Relations with Schools @ UC Irvine

Jeremy Smotherman 
Offi ce of Admission @ Marymount College

www.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply

FINISH

✃
✃
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Red Light
 If you’re asked for two personal •	
statements, PLEASE don’t talk 
about the same thing in both.  
It’s redundant and you waste an 
opportunity. 

Don’t get too creative with your •	
personal statement.  It’s not 
a poem, a play, or any type of 
creative writing piece.  It should 
get straight to the point, about 
you.

The additional comments box is •	
not the beggar’s box. “Please let 
me into your university,” never 
works.  This box is also not the 
place to explain a bad grade.  
Application readers see all of your 
grades – the good, the bad, and 
the ugly.  When you try to explain 
them, it just looks like excuses.

Writing your personal statement •	
about someone else instead of 
yourself is a wasted opportunity.  
We understand that you love your 
family, but we want to hear about 
you, the student, no matter how 
nice your family’s story is.

Lastly, before you press that send 
button, review your application to 
make sure all the information is correct 
and shines the brightest possible light 
on you. 

Don’t let the current 
unstable economy and 
unemployment rate fool you. 
Some career fi elds are still growing, 
and growing fast. Plus, in 10 to 20 
years, new jobs may be created that 
don’t even exist today. How do you 
stay a step ahead? One way is to look 
at job trends. With infi nite advances 
in science, medicine, and technology, 
countless jobs will be created to keep 
up with the progress.

According to www.careerpaths.com, 
career fi elds on the rise are (in no 
particular order):

1. Mobile Application 
Development
Will the iPhone become obsolete 
or just get better?

2. Robotics
Design, construction, and 
maintenance of robots

3. Cyber Security
Protecting websites and 
exposing hackers

4. Genetic Counseling
Predicting and analyzing 
genetic conditions and 
advising patients

5. Organic Food Industry
From farming to 
distribution to advocacy

6. Computer Systems Design 
Network systems and data 
communication

7. Social Media Management 
Help companies fi nd new ways 
to connect with the public

8. Stem Cell Research 
Controversial or not, 
stem cell research 
continues to expand

9. Sustainability 
Helping organizations
stay eco-savvy

10.Social and Human Services 
With more people in the world, 
there will need to be more 
educators, social workers and 
medical practitioners

Be sure to watch career trends, 
but the best way to set yourself up 
for future success is to get a college 
degree in an area about which 
you are passionate. Who knows? 
Your future career may not even be 
invented yet.

by Tiana Otubuah

Hi, I’m Tiana, an admissions 
reader for UC Irvine. I am 
one of the people who reads college 
applications and gives them the green, 
yellow, or red light. There are many 
things we love to see on applications, 
things we hate to see, and some items 
that just need clarifi cation.  To make 
sure your application crosses the fi nish 
line, please follow this color-coded 
guide.  The green light means great 
information, yellow means slow down 
and explain, and the red light means, 
PLEASE don’t do this!

Green Light
If asked, please list your annual •	
family income.  Even if the 
application says optional, the 
university needs this information 
to get a better understanding of 
where you’re coming from in the 
context of your community and 
school. 

In any area that says optional, try •	
to provide the information.  Think 
of it this way: a university would 
not ask for it if the information 
didn’t have the potential to help 
your application. So if you have it, 
give it.

On most college applications, •	
including the UC application, 
the personal statement or essay 
is NOT optional, so be sure to 
write one if asked.  A bad personal 
statement won’t hurt you, but a 
great personal statement will help 
you immensely.

In the extracurricular •	
activities section, list ALL 

activities that occurred 
while in high school 
that are relevant to your 
selected major, interests, 
and goals.  These 
activities are important 
and tell admissions 

readers a lot about 
you. 

Yellow Light
Additional comment areas are •	
for important details only. These 
boxes are not for an additional 
personal statement.  Only note 
details such as if you are in foster 
care, have visa issues, or you have 
some incredible extenuating 
circumstance.  Additional 
comments can also be used for 
activities that don’t fi t in your 
activities section. 

If there was a tremendous •	
downfall in grades, then we’d 
like to know what was going on, 
and you can inform us in your 
personal statement.  An example 
of a tremendous downfall is 
falling from a 3.5 GPA to a 
1.8 GPA – not a difference of 
a couple percentage points. If 
you received just one or two C’s, 
then no explanation is necessary.  
Remember, we want to hear about 
the personal life circumstances 
behind the grades, not the fact 
that your teacher was mean, or 
that you weren’t used to honors 
and AP courses.   

Don’t forget to include non-A-G •	
courses that are relevant to your 
interests and/or career goals. 
If the application asks for them, 
show off those great classes 
that made an impact on your 
education.

iNsIDE The Mind
of an Admissions Reader

CAREERS
by Adrienne Grayson

you immensely.

In the extracurricular •	
activities section, list ALL 

activities that occurred 
while in high school 
that are relevant to your 
selected major, interests, 
and goals.  These 
activities are important 
and tell admissions 

readers a lot about 
you. 
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What To Do with

those darn d’s Dorm 
Life is the 
Good Life
by Ryan Davis

Most students hope for an 
authentic college experience. 
So, where can you fi nd the events and 
interactions that separate the mature 
and exciting college life from the bland 
days of high school? Why, the dorms 
of course!

Living in the dorms is ground 
zero for activities and experiences 
that make your college years an 
amazing adventure. From meeting 
and making new friends to feeling 
the sensation of independence, living 
in the dorms offers you the chance to 
access resources, organizations, and 
activities. When you live on campus, 
you immediately are practically forced 
to step outside of your comfort zone 
and get into the swing of university 
life. Late night conversations with 
roommates and exposure to diverse 
cultures all await you when you live 
on campus. And while I can’t promise 
living in the dorm is cheaper than 
living somewhere else, I can promise 
you will develop lasting friendships 
and fond memories.  

SUBMIT

This may sound like a no-

brainer, but don’t forget to click 

the submit button once you’ve 

completed your application. 

# 9
CREATE A COLLEGE 

PORTFOLIO

Create a binder dedicated to 

keeping all the information 

you need to access during the 

application process, such as 

scholarships, essays, applications, 

FAFSA, test scores, letters of 

recommendation, and certifi cates 

of honors and awards.

# 11
KEEP SUMMARY  / CONFIRMATION PAGESReview, print and save the 

summary and confi rmation page 
once you’ve completed your applications.  This serves as proof that you submitted your application on time.

What To Do with

# 8 
UC PERSONAL STATEMENT

Do not compose your personal 

statement while you are fi lling 

out the UC Application online. 

Take time to write your statement 

separate from your online 

application, and then copy and 

paste it into the application once 

it’s complete.

# 7
ACADEMICPREP PROGRAMSWrite about your participation in academic prep programs (EAOP, COSMOS, Upward Bound, GEAR UP, MESA, etc.) in the activities and awards section of the UC application.  Include in your personal statement how these programs made an impact on your life.

# 6 KEEP TRACK OF ALL 
APPLICATIONS

When applying to the UCs, 

you only need to submit one 

application for all the campuses 

you are considering. For the CSUs, 

you need to submit a separate 

application for each campus.

# 10 qUicK
TIPs
qUicKqUicK
UC/CSU Application

continued

DID YOU KNOW that 
when a college sends a 
letter congratulating you on 
being admitted, it is NOT 
a guarantee?  What you actually 
are receiving is a provisional offer 
of admission.  This means that your 
admission is based on the condition 
that you will pass all your senior year 
classes with a C or better.  If you 
receive a D or F, it is possible that a 
college can change its mind and take 
back the offer of admission.

Getting a D defi nitely puts you on 
the chopping block.  However, here 
are three steps you can take to improve 
your situation:

STEP ONE: Contact every 
school you applied to as soon as you 
receive the D (if not before). You will 
need to write an email to the offi ce of 
admissions at every school to which 
you’ve applied to let them know 
about your situation.  You should 
send an email because it will serve 
as documentation that you followed 
up with them.  In your email, offer 
explanations – not excuses – as to 
why you received a D.  Your goal is 
to inform them of your D, which you 
received, despite your best efforts to do 

well in the class.  Take responsibility 
for the grade you earned and don’t 
lay the blame on something, or 
someone, else. Give specifi c examples 
to demonstrate your best efforts. The 
more specifi c the examples are, the 
more compelling the case will be.

STEP TWO:  Follow up! If you 
don’t receive a reply from the colleges 
within two weeks, call and ask to speak 
to an admissions counselor.  When you 
call, explain that you are following up 
on an email that you sent two weeks 
ago.  Let them know you can resend 
the email if they don’t have it.  You 
can refer to your email while 
talking to the admissions 
counselor on the phone.

STEP THREE: 
Follow instructions. Most 
likely one of three things 
will happen:

They will tell you •	
there is nothing 
they can do, 
and it is the 
policy of that 
university 
to cancel 
admission 
to any student 

who receives any D’s senior year, 
in which case, you are done.

They will tell you what you need •	
to do to keep your admissions 
status.  If that is the case, just 
follow the instructions and meet 
the deadlines.

They will tell you they have not •	
yet decided what to do with 
students who receive D’s, in which 
case, you should ask what they 
suggest you do to improve your 
chances, and then follow their 
instructions.

The bottom line is D’s are 
toxic to your senior year.  

The best thing to do is 
work hard so you don’t 

get one.  However, 
if you do receive a 
D, don’t just sit on 
your hands hoping 
the situation will 
disappear. That’s 

like seeing lightening 
and hoping 

thunder won’t 
follow.

by  Tony Hwang

Living at 
Home and Loving College
by Anacany Torres

When I started at UCI as an undergraduate, I felt small on 
such a big campus and intimidated by all the activity. As a 
commuter, living at home and driving to campus each day, I found it diffi cult to 
form friendships and feel connected.  So I made it a point to seek out on-campus 
activities, such as clubs and organizations, research opportunites, and on-campus 
jobs. It helped me feel more involved and gave me a richer college experience. After 
engaging in these activities, I became more satisfi ed overall as a student and earned 
better grades. 

All universities have a wide variety of clubs, organizations, and activities in which 
you can participate. As a student, you have access to resources that others do not. 
If you are a commuter, I encourage you to take advantage of those opportunities as 
best as you can and make your college a home away from home.


